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2026 Birth Justice Grant 
Horizon Foundation

Overview
The Foundation remains committed to equitable decision-making approaches to advance its 
priority goals in the County. Currently, grantees, alongside the Foundation, partner Coalitions, 
and the community, are working together to co-create solutions to the complex challenges in 
Howard County.  
 
In 2024, the Horizon Foundation established a maternal health workgroup, which brought 
together OB/GYNs, perinatal mental health providers, doulas, midwives, researchers, mamas, 
grandmothers, public health professionals, and advocates – all working to improve birth 
experiences for all in their community, Howard County and Maryland. During their time 
together, the group developed a vision which identified potential policy opportunities and 
strategic areas for investment in FY25 and beyond to address maternal health challenges in the 
county and greater Maryland. 

This RFP is reflective of the themes, experiences, and co-created opportunities the Foundation 
seeks to advance as part of the Birth Justice Initiative.  
  
We expect to fund at least 5 committed organizations up to $30,000 each to engage partners in 
advancing birth justice. 

The grant period is from June 15, 2026 to June 15, 2027. 

Eligibility Criteria
NonProfit Organization*

    Is your organization determined as charitable under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, or is it another entity that meets IRS charitable guidelines?

Choices
Yes
No

Service Area*
    Does your organization deliver services to Howard County residents and/or greater Maryland?

Choices
Yes
No
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Non-Discriminatory Status*
Does your organization provide programs and services to the intended beneficiaries without 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, gender, national origin, religion, disability, medical 
condition, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, veteran or military status, 
pregnancy, ancestry, age or any other characteristic protected by federal, state, county or local 
laws, regulations or ordinances.
Choices
Yes
No

Organizational Overview
Organization's Mission and Vision*
What is your organization’s Board approved mission and vision?
Character Limit: 2000

Organization Activiites*
Describe your organization's main activities and programs, and how they support your mission.
Character Limit: 2000

Total Staff*
How many total staff (full and part-time) does your organization have?
Character Limit: 250

What percentage (%) of your organization's full-time staff are non-White or of 
Hispanic ethnicity?*
Enter "000" if not known.
Character Limit: 25

What percentage (%) of your organization's board members are non-White or of 
Hispanic ethnicity?*
Enter "000" if not known.
Character Limit: 25

Does your president/CEO/executive director identify as non-White or of Hispanic 
ethnicity?*
Choices
Yes
No
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What are the communities in Howard County that you serve?*
Character Limit: 2000

Social Media*
Please include any social media accounts, handles or websites where you will post information 
regarding your project/campaign efforts (e.g. Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, etc.).

 If you do not use social media, please type “N/A”.
Character Limit: 250

If awarded a grant, email communications should be sent to:*
Please indicate 1-2 contacts to receive communication. Include names and email addresses. 
Character Limit: 250

If awarded a grant, payment should be sent to:*
Please confirm the address the grant check should be mailed to.
Character Limit: 205

Grant Payment Contact Information*
Please list the name and email address of the individual responsible for receiving and tracking 
payments for this grant. (via check or Bill.com).
Character Limit: 250

Has your organization been awarded a grant from the Horizon Foundation in the 
past 5 years?*
Choices
Yes
No

Has your organization mailing address changed in the past year?*
Please confirm/update your address on the organizational page of your account. 
Choices
Yes
No

Racial Equity Experience
What does racial equity mean to your organization?

*
Character Limit: 2000
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What does embedding racial equity in your organization's work look like? (Provide examples)*
Character Limit: 2000

Describe your experience in working with and/or serving communities of color?
*
Character Limit: 2000

    What trainings/opportunities has your organization participated in to shape its racial equity 
knowledge?
*
Character Limit: 2000

Advocacy Experience
Has your organization participated in advocacy before?*
Please select one choice. 
Choices
Yes
I’m not sure
No

If yes or I'm not sure, please provide a brief description of your advocacy 
experience.*
If you answered no  write "N/A" below. 
Character Limit: 2000

When it comes to building community power, what do you think your organization brings to the 
table?*
Character Limit: 2000

What experience do you have building a base of members/leaders and engaging them in 
structured community or leadership activities?*
Character Limit: 2000

What trainings/opportunities has your organization participated in to shape its advocacy 
knowledge?*
Character Limit: 2000
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Birth Justice Interest and Experience
Project Name*
Please add your organization name_2026 Birth Justice  Applicant (i.e. "Horizon 
Foundation_2026 Birth Justice  Applicant')
Character Limit: 100

Strengthening Perinatal Health  

To build upon existing community resources and supports and outcomes from the Maternal 
Health Workgroup and current efforts in Howard County, Horizon Foundation is seeking to 
partner with community organizations to advance the following priorities:  
 

• Foster collaborative advocacy efforts in Maryland among birth justice leaders and 
organizations.  

• Strengthenperinatal health communitysupportsin Howard County.

• Support the pipeline of birth workers through training, education, and advocacy.

• Examine institutional systems and processes to create and sustain a harmonious 
birthing environment

We seek partners who are rooted in and serve Howard County residents. Additionally, we seek 
partners most connected to and those who serve lower-income and historically marginalized 
communities, including those who may not have previously engaged with the Foundation.  

Birth Justice Opportunity and Commitments  
We expect to fund at least 5 committed organizations up to $30,000 each to engage partners in 
advancing birth justice. Each grantee will be required to work on local and statewide advocacy 
efforts and identify one other priority from the following list:  
 
Strengthen Community Supports 
Co-create opportunities that will support birthing people and their families in Howard County. 
Identify and implement strategies and tactics that could support needs around transportation, 
food and nutrition, access to prenatal and postpartum care, lactation support, home visiting, 
mutual aid, etc.  
 
Supporting our Birth Workforce 
We seek to strengthen opportunities for additional training, education, and certification of our 
community birth workforce, which will provide greater access to home visiting, full-spectrum 
doulas, lactation support, perinatal mental health, etc. While many of these prenatal and 
postpartum services are available to those who are insured, some of these services are still out 
of reach for many in our community.  
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Improving Birthing Experiences 
At a state level, there has been some work with hospitals to identify opportunities to 
strengthen systems of care and institutional processes to improve birthing experiences. As we 
build upon the work of Maryland’s Perinatal Quality Collaborative and the MDMOM Taskforce, 
we are seeking community partners who are interested in forging and improving community 
partnerships with hospitals that serve Howard County residents. Together, Horizon and 
grantees will co-create strategies and plans to address persistent concerns and elevate 
opportunities to better integrate community birth workers within the continuum of care.  

Birth Justice Priorities*
Please idenitfy which Birth Justice priority you have the most interest in working on:
Choices
Strenthing Community Supports
Supporting Our Birth Workforce
Improving Birth Experiences

Birth Justice*
How do you define and exemplify birth justice in your work?
Character Limit: 2000

Perinatal Health Experience*
What are your experiences in addressing perinatal health?
Character Limit: 2000

Existing Partnerships*
List the top three organizations/groups/people you work with and describe your partnership.  
Character Limit: 2000

New Partnerships*
List up to three organizations you wish to work with in the future? Why?
Character Limit: 2000

Financial Information
Budget Defecits*
Has your organization ended any of the past 5 years with a deficit?
Choices
Yes
No

If you answered "Yes" above, please explain.
Character Limit: 250

https://www.mdpqc.org/
https://mdmom.org/taskforce
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Incorporation Date*
Please provide your organization's date of incorporation.
Character Limit: 50

Tax Form 990*
For reveiw purposes, please upload your most recent 990 or 990-N form. 
File Size Limit: 10 MB

Grant Agreement Signatory*
If awarded a grant, please list the name, title and email address of the signatory for the grant 
agreement. 
Character Limit: 250

Grantee Acknowledgement
As an applicant I agree and understand the following Horizon Foundation 
Grantmaking Principles:*

• Co-Creation: Together, selected grantees and the Foundation will develop equitable 
decision-making approaches to advance birth justice solutions in the county. 

• Flexible Funding: All selected grantees will be awarded an operating grant to allow for 
more innovation, emergent action and sustainability.

• New Grantee Experience: Selected grantees will participate in a collaborative learning 
journey with other grantees to help foster a stronger sense of community and a deeper 
learning of racial equity and organizing advocacy principles. All grantees will be 
expected to participate in 3 convenings that will include the following:

o Racial equity & anti-racism coaching/activities
o Community organizing training/activities

Each selected grantee will complete a racial equity and advocacy assessment to help determine 
organizational strengths and challenges. 

Additionally, on demand technical assistance and coaching will be provided in areas uplifted by 
each grantee throughout the project period. 

Please agree by selecting the statement below:
Choices
I agree to and understand the above Horizon Foundation Grantmaking Principles.
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Additional Information
Please include any additional information you feel is relevant for your application.
Character Limit: 2000

Electronic Signature
Terms of Application Submission
By entering your full name below, you are agreeing to the following:

• The information contained in this application and its attachments are complete and 
accurate.

• The Foundation reserves the right not to award a grant.

• Should an award be made, the funds will be used exclusively for the purpose outlined in 
the application.

• Should an award be made, you will be asked to sign a grant agreement and be required 
to submit a post award report.

Electronic Signature*
The application must be signed by the CEO, Board Chair, or an authorized officer of the 
organization. To sign the application, please type your first and last name.
Character Limit: 50

Signatory's Title*
Character Limit: 250


